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CLARENCE IOWA: THE HEART OF THE HISTORIC LINCOLN HIGHWAY 

The Clarence Main Street office is located at 514 Lombard Street, 

Clarence, Iowa.  The Clarence Cardinal is published independently, 

in partnership with Clarence Main Street. 

It didn’t take long for the Clarence Main Street board to enthusiasti-
cally approve inviting the Lincoln Highway Association’s annual auto 
tour to make a stop in Clarence.  This annual tour celebrates the 
route of the Lincoln Highway all across the nation, this year highlight-
ing the “Middle Third”, stretching from Joliet, Illinois to Cheyenne, 
Wyoming.   

Clarence’s history on the Lincoln Highway is long and storied, playing 
a role in opening intercontinental travel to motorists eager to ex-
plore beyond their horizons.  The route of the Lincoln Highway ran 
through the Clarence business district long before the road was 
paved, but after the 1927 paving project, the Clarence Main Street 
was changed forever.   

The Lincoln Highway Middle Third Tour will be passing through Clar-
ence on Thursday, June 19, beginning at approximately 2pm.  The 
tour participants and the entire community are welcomed to 
Highpoint Event Center for a reception with refreshments and a his-
tory display from 2pm to 4pm, and then a dedication of the Lincoln 
Highway Lamp Post Project at 4pm near the corner of 5th and Lom-
bard.  Weather permitting, Kinion Auto will be displaying a number 
of their classic cars throughout the main street district.   

Guests of the Clarence Main Street, and community members alike, 
are invited to stroll the district, visit the businesses, take in the inter-
esting sights (you don’t find an Elvis Museum everywhere!) and enjoy the day.  The Clarence 
Farmer’s Market then welcomes everyone to come to the park for an extra dose of small town 
charm.  Take a peek at the map on page four of the Cardinal to come along for the fun!   
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CLARENCE MAIN STREET, 514 LOMBARD, 563-370-2764, clarenceiamainstreet@gmail.com 

Celebrating the Lincoln Highway 



June 2025 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

T H I S  &  T H A T  
Yoga with Janel 
St. John’s UCC Fireside Room 
 
*Yoga, Mondays, 5:30pm $10 
 
*Sound Meditation, first Sunday 
of the month, 6pm, suggested 
$20 or contribute as you are 
able.  
Preregister with text or call 
Questions?                           
Contact Janel at 319-721-9559 

 

The Clarence Main Street    
Committees (Design/Promotion/
Organization/Economic Vitality)
invite YOU to join in the fun!  
Contact the Clarence Main 
Street office for details. 

 

June is National Perennial     
Gardening Month 

 

June 18 is National Splurge Day!  
We suggest taking part on the 
Clarence Main Street! 

 

Clarence United Methodist 
Church New Worship Times 
11:15am Sundays, Pastors Der-
rick and Theodora Okine.  All are 
welcome.  316 7th Avenue 

 

St. John’s Food Pantry open 
5pm – 7pm every Wed.  Use 
north door at St. John’s UCC, 
320 9th Ave, Clarence.  Worship 
with St. John’s UCC Sunday at 
9:30 a.m. All are welcome! 

Gerry Stamp    
President 
Marcia Syring      
Vice President 
Terry Hoy        
Treasurer 
 
 
Fritz Drexler 
Becky Corbett 
Jamie Wilhau        
Lori Dennis 
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{submit calendar items to ClarenceNewsletter@gmail.com} 

RECYCLE PICKUP 

Articles due for 
July Cardinal 

CMS Board 
Meeting, 

5pm 

RECYCLE PICKUP 

City Council, 
6:15pm 

Farmers 
Market 
4:30pm 

Promotion 
Meeting 

3pm 

Farmers 
Market 
4:30pm 

Citywide 
Cleanup 

7am 

 

Clarence Main Street Meetings and Events 

June 5. 5pm: Clarence Main Street Board Meeting, Clarence Main Street Office 

June 12, 3pm: Promotion/Organization Meeting, Clarence City Park 

June 12, 4:30-6pm: Clarence Farmers Market, Clarence City Park (food truck: Lowden Lions) 

June 19, Lincoln Highway Heritage Day, see attached information 

June 19, 4:30-6pm: Clarence Farmers Market, Clarence City Park (food truck: Chuckie’s) 

June 26, 4:30-6pm: Clarence Farmers Market, Clarence City Park (food truck: Tiny Taco Co & Fidelity    
Bank and Trust Brownie Sundaes 

 

 

 

Farmers 
Market 
4:30pm 

Lincoln High-
way Heritage 

Day 



The NaƟonal Lincoln Highway Associa-
Ɵon will be hosƟng their annual mo-
toring tour, featuring the middle third 
of the original Lincoln Highway route 
this year. The tour stretches from Jo-
liet, IL to Cheyenne, WY. The group 
has been invited by the Clarence Main 
Street to stop in Clarence on June 19, 
as they're traveling from lunch in Clin-
ton to their overnight in Cedar Rapids. 
 
The community is invited to meet the 
tour as it arrives in Clarence, between 
2pm and 3pm.  The first stop for the 
group, and the enƟre community, is a 
welcome recepƟon with refreshments 
at Highpoint Event Center, beginning 
at 2pm.   A display of Clarence history 
on the Lincoln Highway will be fea-
tured at the recepƟon.  At 4pm the 
Clarence Main Street Design Com-
miƩee will be dedicaƟng the Lincoln 
Highway Lamppost Project.  Please 
plan to gather at the corner of 5th and 
Lombard to celebrate this project! 

Weather permiƫng, Kinion Auto will be displaying a number of their vintage autos throughout the Main 
Street district.  In addiƟon, businesses will be extending their hours and welcoming all to stroll main 
street.  Community members are invited to play the tourist and take in some of the sites as well, including 
the original Lincoln Highway marker downtown, the mural on the old city hall, Freida Bixler's Elvis Muse-
um, the LiƩle Lady of Liberty statue at the park, Kinion Auto's display of vintage autos, the Farmer's Mar-
ket in the park and more! 

Lincoln Highway Tour To Make Clarence a Destination 

A 

Iowa Barn Foundation Tour 
Features Cedar County Barns 
The self-guided Iowa Barn FoundaƟon Spring Tour 

will be held Saturday, June 21st and Sunday, June 

22nd. Eighteen Cedar County barns will be featured 

on the tour. Barn owners are excited to meet with 

you and tell you all about their unique barn. Each 

barn has a story to tell! Enjoy your drive through Ce-

dar County with a stop at the Cedar County Historical 

Museum where a luncheon will be available from 11-

2 on Saturday for $15. All proceeds will be used to 

support the Tipton Ministerial Fund which provides 

resources for community members.  

The tour is free and open to the public. 
For more information www.iowabarnfoundation.org 
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A 

Clarence Farmer’s Market 
The Clarence Farmer’s 
Market is just a few 
short days away.  With 
the growing popularity of 
this community re-
source, the Clarence 
Main Street has devel-
oped a Facebook page 
exclusively for Farmer’s 
Market content.  In addi-
tion, you can find neces-
sary forms and infor-
mation regarding the 
market on the Clarence 
Main Street website at 

www.ClarenceMainStreet.com 

The Clarence Main Street program is accredited by Main Street America.  Biennial-
ly, the program parƟcipates in a process with Main Street America to gauge the 
strength of the program, along with studying the indicators of support from the 
City of Clarence, as well as the community at large.  Clarence Main Street is cur-
rently preparing for this process, which begins this summer and culminates in a 
visit from Main Street America Program Officer of RevitalizaƟon Services , Jona-
than Stone on September 10. 

Clarence Main Street to Participate in Accreditation 



Class Schedule 

June 2025 
2, Monday 

5, Thursday 

9, Monday 

12, Thursday 

14, Saturday, Fellowship at Demeter’s Market after 

16, Monday 

19, Thursday 

23, Monday 

26, Thursday 

30, Monday 

July, Class on Thursday, July 3 

Chair Exercise Class Welcomes All 

A bottle of water is given in each class for all attendees. 

Coffee and snacks with fellowship after class most Mondays and 
Thursdays.  After Saturday class we go to Demeter’s Market 
for fellowship.  

If classes need to be cancelled, I will try to post on Facebook, 
call, text and place a note on the church door, weather permit-
ting I am able to get to the church.  Reasons to cancel class 
include snow or ice overnight, temperatures below 10 degrees 
or severe weather. 

A Note From Terry 

Chair Exercise Class 
Location: Clarence United Methodist Church, 316 
7th Avenue 

Time: 9:30am 

Cost: $2/week 

Contact: Terry Hoy, 319-560-8190 



Sounds of Success: North Cedar Band 

With summer break officially here, it’s a great Ɵme to reflect on the 
past school year. For the North Cedar Bands, this year brought many 
exciƟng changes that have led to growth across the program. 

At the 5th–8th grade level, we’ve experienced high levels of recruit-
ment and retenƟon over the last two years. Ms. Addie Shindelar joined 
the North Cedar staff as the 5th–6th grade band director in the fall of 
2023 and has completely reignited our elementary program. The 5th 
grade band has seen impressive level of parƟcipaƟon, with the majority 
of the class signing up! 

The 6th–8th grade bands parƟcipated in our in-house solo/ensemble 
fesƟval, performed in three concerts throughout the year, and had 
many students selected for honor bands. They also performed at the 
Southeast Iowa Bandmasters AssociaƟon (SEIBA) Middle School Large 
Group FesƟval, where both groups received high praise from the judg-
es! 

The biggest change this year came at the high school 
level, where the band now rehearses every day for 45 
minutes. In previous years, rehearsals were held only 
two or three Ɵmes a week—so our rehearsal Ɵme has 
doubled, and we’ve made the most of those extra 
minutes! 

During marching band season, we performed three 
unique halŌime shows, keeping things exciƟng all season 
long as we supported the North Cedar Knights football 
team. As the year progressed, the concert band conƟn-
ued to grow and improve. 

In April, we brought 15 entries to the IHSMA Solo/Small 
Ensemble FesƟval and earned six Division I (Superior) 

raƟngs and nine Division II (Excellent) raƟngs. We ended our year on a high note when the concert band earned a Division I raƟng 
at the IHSMA Large Group FesƟval on May 9th—our first since 2019! 

Our school may be small, but our band program is thriving! If you’d like to stay up-to-date and follow our progress, we encourage 
you to “like” our Facebook page: North Cedar Bands. There you’ll find photos of recent events and updates on upcoming perfor-
mances. 

Thank you for your conƟnued support of the fine arts at North Cedar! 

Clarence Main Street Museum to Open for June 
The Clarence Main Street Museum will be open for select hours in the month of June thanks to the volunteer 
efforts of several board members.  The museum can be found at the Clarence Main Street office, 514 Lombard 
Street. 

Visit during the following times, or by appointment: 

June 17 1-3pm   

June 20 1-3pm 

June 24 1-3pm 

June 27 1-3pm 

 

B Y  J I L L  P O W E R S ,  N O R T H  C E D A R  7 - 1 2  B A N D  D I R E C T O R  





Oh my goodness you guys, I am worn out aŌer yesterday! If you had as much 
fun as I did at our kickoff party I need you to do me a favor.  Thank the Clarence 
Fire Department, the Clarence Ambulance crew, our amazing police chief, our 
Mayor, our City Clerk, and our awesome city guys. Also thank the Friends of the 
Clarence Library and my 
amazing board members 
and my Mom (she was 
the one covered in 
coƩon candy) and our 
phenomenal sponsors at 
Hills Bank, Fidelity Bank 
& Trust and River Valley 
CooperaƟve. Oh and 
thank the Iowa Coffee 
Cup and Get Your Bake 
On…It takes a village and 
we live in a great one! 

B Y  N I K K I  S C H E E L ,  C L A R E N C E  L I B R A R I A N  

Clarence Library Kicks Off Summer in Style 
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To start off this report, I would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the class of 2025. The students have 
worked hard for many years to be in this posiƟon, and now the Ɵme has come for them to move on to new adventures 
in life. We wish them nothing but the best, and hope to see them around at future North Cedar events.  
 
Academics 
May 19th begins the last week of school for students, and this typically includes finalizaƟon of grades, exams, and re-
assessments at the building. The students’ last day is on May 23rd, which is a 1:25 early dismissal. Students and staff 
are working hard to finish out the school year on a posiƟve note academically, and we hope that all of them will finish 
the year strong.  
 
AcƟviƟes 
Track and Field and golf finalized their schedules the week 
of May 12th. We did have one track athlete qualify for 
State Track. Clancey VanOort is seeded 11th in the state 
meet seedings. We are looking forward to seeing how he 
does Thursday, May 22rd at 7:20 PM.  
 
The summer sports are underway. We have our first home 
varsity baseball game on May 22nd vs. Easton Valley. We 
are looking forward to seeing this group compete. Our 
soŌball team is playing with Midland again this year, and 
their season begins soon.  
 
Huge congratulaƟons goes out to our Large Group Band 
who received a Division I raƟng at the IHSMA Large Group 
FesƟval. This is our first Division I raƟng since 2019, and 
we couldn’t be prouder of the group. They had a crazy day 
as their bus had a flat Ɵre on the way to the event, it got 
fixed up, they refocused and were able to put on an amaz-
ing performance. Our children are resilient! 
 
Our new AcƟviƟes Director will be MaƩ Miers, who is 
coming to us from Central City, and has been an AcƟviƟes 
Director already in another Tri-Rivers Conference school. 
MaƩ has also previously been a coach of football (20+ 
years experience), high school track (6 years experience), 
JH baseball and high school basketball at points in his 
career. MaƩ will serve as our Head Varsity Football Coach next year. He is looking forward to geƫng to know everyone 
in the North Cedar district.  
 
As I round up this report, I do want to once again thank everyone for helping the Class of 2025 reach graduaƟon. It 
takes a lot of people helping students along the way to achieve their goals. We have a great community of people 
pushing to help them become whatever they want to be aŌer graduaƟon.  
 
As always, 
 
LET’S GO KNIGHTS! 

North Cedar Ends Impressive Year 
B Y  T A N N E R  C A R L S O N ,  J R / S R  H I G H  S C H O O L  P R I N C I P A L  

The gym floor will be resurfaced soon, and I thought I would share with you what it will 
look like. This resurfacing was much needed on the floor. They are beginning compleƟon 
May 27th, and the gym will be closed for about 2 weeks at that Ɵme. The only thing that 
will be slightly different is the side volleyball court lines will both be white (as it shows on 

the top) instead of one white one grey. 



**Elsie Pruess, Clarence, kept a detailed 
journal for decades.  Portions of this journal 

were  donated to the Clarence Cardinal.   
Excerpts from this wonderful collection will be 

included each month in the newsletter** 

  

June 15, 1952:   
Lubkemann got fracture of arm 
in car/truck accident. 
 
June 30, 1954: 
Port Stonerooks had car accident 
on the way to Crists wedding. 
 
June 17, 1955: 
Arnie Kahl’s & Cleaner’s robbed 
of $200. 
 
June 18, 1956: 
Highway 30 road folks have 
trailers at Shriver’s and Flem-
ming’s. 
 
June 15, 1961: 
Joe Ditz gave E & R Church 
$52,000. 
 
June 3, 1965: 
Two men in space - out of cap-
sule for 20 minutes.  
 
 

Stripping Cars 
 
Saturday night when Henry Ibsen went to his car to 
drive home from town he found his front cushion 
gone, and on Sunday morning when he again went to 
his car the battery, battery clamps, floor mat, and a 
horse blanket had disappeared.  The last named arti-
cles were carried off after 2:30 Sunday morning for 
Elmer Ibsen came home from Clinton at that time 
and the battery was removed from his car and left on 
the floor beside it. 
When Charles Brink tried to start his Ford on Sun-
day it wouldn't start.  When he looked for the reason 
why he found all four coils gone together with the 
top of the coil box.  The thief took the trouble to go 
off the road to find the coils as the Brink place is 
quite a ways back from the highway. 
That the two jobs are by the same artist is a natural 
guess.  The two farms are not far apart. 
 
Clarence Sun, 
June 26, 1924 
 




